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Is peace on the 
wings of the new 


U.S. offer 


HE Russo-American  con- 
flict, with all its political, 
financial and military implica- 
tions, has again taken the head- 
lines. The last 14 days have 
hummed with excitement over 
the new American proposals for 
the economic and political re- 
habilitation of Europe. 
It is time Britain, at any rate, 
began’ to face the deeper impli- 
eations of this conflict. At his 
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Foreign Press Conference on 
dune 13, Mr. Bevin said: ‘ When 
the U.S. throws a bridge to link 
east and west (in Europe) it is 
disastrous for ideological or 
other reasons to frustrate the 
U.S. in that great endeavour.” 

Is it a bridge or a bomb? 

In the House of Lords debate two 
days earlier Lord Templewood, speak- 
ing for the Tories, said Britain ought 
to greet the American proposals with 
open arms. 

Are these judgments justified? If 
not, they should be challenged at 
once, as the Russo-American conflict 
is moving from stage to stage with a 
bewildering rapidity that is,capable of 
reaching danger port before we 
know where we are or what we are 
doing, especially as the American 
mind is at present extremel unstable 
and capable of being easily thrown 
into a panic. 


Russia’s new aggression 


HE U.S. European loan proposal 
followed upon Russia’s interven- 
tion in Hungarian and to a less extent 
in Austrian politics, the invasion of 
China by Outer Mongolia with the aid 
of Russian planes, and the realisation 
that France is possibly on the verge 
of a major economic breakdown and 
that there is danger of both France 
and Germany geing Communist unless 
the economic situation in both coun- 
tries is radically and quickly improved, 
This proposal is a development of the 
policy first adumbrated in President 
Truman’s famous declaration of Mar. 
12, which was described at the time 
by the new American Ambassador to 
London as one of America’s great 
State Papers. It was the first cnar 
lenge to be given to the Russian 
olicy of erecting a political Maginot 
Line on her Western frontier. A 
suitable opportunity to make it was 
provided by Britain's announcement of 
her inability to continue financial and 
other aid to Greece, Turkey and the 
Middle East. The U.S. decided that 
this aid must be continued and even 
extended to other countries. 


America’s intentions 


PRESIDENT TRUMAN’S declara- 
tion of Mar. 12 contained these 


words: 

“The peoples of a number of countries of 
the world have recently had totalitarian 
regimes forced upon them against their will. 
The Government of the U.S. haa made fre- 
quent protests against coercion and intimi- 
dation, in violation of the Yalta Agreement, 
in Poland, Roumania and Bulgaria. It must 
also state that in a number of other 
countries there have been similar develop- 
ments. { believe that it must be the policy 
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CONSCRIPTION AND THE 


by 


Rhys Davies, M.P, 


HE decision of the Margate Labour Party Conference on this 
vital question may well be of historical importance and 
result in considerable repercussions; it may indeed change the 
whole face of the political scene in this country. The fate of 
Socialism as a philosophy may be at stake. 


One young delegate from the 
London University, mounting 
the rostrum at Margate, said, in 
effect, that the principle of 
equality of sacrifice implied in 
conscription was included in the 
interpretation of modern 
Socialism. That, of course, is 
“rocking the boat,” which some 
of us have been assisting to row 
for nearly 50 years. Indeed, if 
the student was right, the 


| Socialist ship is certainly head- 


ing for the rocks at a dangerous 
speed. 


It is nathing new, of course, in 
the British Labour Movement, to 
be cheered to the echo for a speech 
appealing to the best instincts of 
the delegates, only to find that the 
very same hands that clapped are 
raised like a forest against you 
when the vote is taken. . 

The position is, that most’ of the 
delegates attending Labour Party 
conferences are mandated in advance 
by the policy already arrived at by 
their respective Trade Unions and 
Divisional Parties before the con- 


ference is held. Where they are not 
so mandated, the delegates meet in 
groups just before the conference 
opens to decide how their votes shall 
be cast on major issues, irrespective 
of what they may learn during con- 
ference debate. If that were not the 
case, the delegates at Margate might 
have voted overwhelmingly against 
military conscription in peace time. 
Then, if the majority, however 
small, at the annual conference of a 
Trade Union or Divisional Party 
meeting vote beforehand for or 
against any proposal appearing on 
the agenda of the Labour Party econ- 
ference, the total vote of that 
organisation is cast that way. And 
so, you never get a proper measure 
of opinion back in the local branch 
meetings at any annual Labour 
Party conference. It is a rough and 
ready method of arriving at con- 
clusions and no one, as yet, has been 
able to devise a better. For instance, 
the total votes of one of the largest 
Unions was cast in favour of con- 
scription, but it is quite certain that 
all the membership of that Union 
would not individually vote that way. 
Similarly, the other way round, 


those Unions which voted against 


Inspiration from Germany 


AFTER a fortnight’s lightning tour of four German cities as guests of 

the German Section of the Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, and after innumerable talks with German socialists and paci- 
fists, Mrs, Barbara Duncan Harris, President of the British Section, and I, 
have returned to England with a welter of impressions of life in Germany 


today. 

Our strongest was of the enthusi- 
asm and determination of the pro- 
gressive minority. In spite of the 
awful conditions these men and 
women are determined to work for a 
regenerated Germany. They may be 
tired through lack of food but they 
are so convinced that “man does not 
live by bread alone”? that they are 
prepared to give time and energy to 
the organising of public meetings, 
conferences, discussions and the for- 
mation of new pacifist and socialist 
groups. The German section of the 
W.I.L. had organised public meetings 
for us in Hamburg, Lubeck, Bremen 
and Hanover, where we spoke to 
several hundred enthusiastic people 
about peace work in England today. 

We discovered a great interest 
in the work done on behalf of 

PoWs in this country, in “ Save 

Europe Now,” and in the opposition 

to peace-time conscription. 

Two things which cause bitterness 
in the hearts of most Germans today, 
are the retention of PoWs by _ the 
Allies and the food shortage. It is 
therefore a great encouragement to 
them to learn of those English people 
who are trying to alter policies in 
regard to these two matters. 


“ Democracy ” 


We were warned by a Social Demo- 
crat, the day after our arriva] in 
Hamburg, not to use the word 
“democracy” during our stay in 
Germany. The masses of people, dis- 
illusioned by Nazism and utterly 
war-weary, were ready to welcome 
the British in 1945 and were ready to 
be taught the meaning of democracy. 
They are now disillusioned for a 
second time and many have become 
nihilist with no belief in anything. 
They ask “ What is democracy?” “Is 
it something you can eat?” This 
nihilism may be even more dangerous 
than Nazism. ’ 

It was interesting to discover that 
the progressives are trying to get 
people to keep a balanced perspective 
in regard to the British. Just as we 
have reminded people here that it is 


| wrong to condemn all Germans as 


Nazis, so they are reminding their 
people that it is wrong to blame 
Britain alone for the food shortage 
and that it is wrong to blame all 
English people for British policy in 
Germany today. : 

They are also trying to get each 
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person to feel an individual respon- 
siblity for Nazism and war. Most of 
them consider that every German, 
including themselves, must accept the 
idea of war guilt. When reminded of 
the guilt of foreign Governments in 
supporting Hitler, their reply was 
that it was our job to convince Eng- 
lish people of their share of guilt for 
supporting the Baldwin and Cham- 
berlain governments, but their con- 
cern was their own share of blame. 
Even those who have suffered for 
years in concentration camps feel 
they must start from the basis that 
they themselves have made mistakes 
and are by no means guiltless, if they 
are to hope for any change in the 
mind of the ordinary German. 


Desire for contacts 


Everywhere we went we found 

a desire for more and more inter- 
national contacts. Progressives 
have been isolated for so long, first 
under Hitler and then during the 
war, that they still feel utterly 
starved for information about peace 
and socialist activities outside their 
own country. 

There is a real need, not only for 
more exchange of letters and for the 
sending of literature, but for a 
greater exchange of people between 
the two countries. These men and 
women are the ones who can do the 
most towards reclaiming Germany for 
democracy and they need all the help 
we can give them. 

In spite of the sadness and depres- 
sion caused by the dreadful conditions 
prevailing in all the cities, and the 
feeling of exasperation at the differ- 
ence between the British and German 
levels of life, the selfless determina- 
tion of the progressive minority, 
working against such great odds, 
made us conscious of our own short- 
comings in this country. If these men 
and particularly these women with all 
their domestic difficulties, can rise 
above their circumstances and not be 
daunted by their task of working for 
anew mentality in Germany, what 
ought we not to be doing here? 


LABOUR 
PARTY 


conscription were in the same 
position; their minority votes in 
favour were not disclosed. It must 
not be assumed, therefore, that the 
votes on our motion reflected the 
actual feeling of the renk and file. 
The ballot box at a general election 
is the only instrument at hand to re- 
veal what they think. 


FIVE TO ONE 


In any event, our motion against 
conscription was defeated by almost 
five to one, although it is claimed 
that about one in six never voted at 
all; and it is pertinent to seek the 
reasons why. If we had succeeded 
a_ political crisis might result; the 
Minister of Defence, for instance, 
might resign; and the one thing the 
conference was determined about 
was that the Government must be 
kept intact. Some thought that Mr. 
Bevin would have been annoyed; he 
apparently feels that he cannot 
implement his many commitments 
abroad without conscription. It may 
be too, that conscription is to be re- 
garded as a card up his sleeve when 
he meets Molotov in London this 
autumn, though we can hardly be- 
lieve that an army of one million men 
will frighten the Soviets. 

In addition, many delegates felt 
positive that Labour would remain 
long’ enough in power to expunge this 
foul thing from the Statute Book 
“when world conditions become more 
normal,” as the wisecracks will have 
it. How far that view is justified 
remains to be seen. Some of us have 
lived long enough to witness the 
almost total eclipse of the Liberal 
Party, once as powerful as_ the 
present Labour Party; and so, we 
have no illusions on that score. 

What effect, if any, will this somer- 
sault within the Labour Party have 
on the future political situation in 
Britain? There must be about two 
million Socialist electors who have 
always voted Labour because Labour 
was presumed to be opposed both to 
military conscription and industrial 
compulsion in peace time. They are 
peace-minded folk; and whilst they 
agree with the nationalisation of in- 
animate things like coak steel and 
railways, they are very definitely 
opposed to nationalising human be- 
ings, and that is what conscription 


means. 
VITAL VOTES 


They will hardly vote Conservative 
because they know that that would 
be falling from the frying pan into 
the fire, so far as conscription goes. 
But if Socialist candidates for Parlia- 
ment make it plain that they favour 
the present conscription law, what 
will those two millions do? They are 
numerous enough in some constituen- 
cies to turn the scale. They may not 
vote at all, and that would also make 
a considerable difference to the result 
all over the country; the “marginal 
constituencies,” as they are termed, 
may even determine the fate of the 
Government itself. 

That would be a sad state of affairs 
for those of us who have worked for 
so many years of our lives in the firm 
belief that this was a Party that 
would rid society, and especially the 
workers, of military shackles and the 
enormous cost of armaments that 
Capitalism had wrought. 

We were wrong. What, therefore, 
can be donia about it? 

It must be remembered that the 
Labour Party is. after all, the only in- 
fluential Party in the State that can 
still be converted against Conscrip- 
tion; and so, we have determined to 
work inside the Party to change its 
attitude and, if possible, compel the 
present. Government to repeal this 
National Service Act so that we may 
face the country at the next General 
Election with clean hands. 

Finally, we return to that London 
student and say to him and his type, 
that tyranny is just the same whoever 
the tyrant may be; and that a pair of 
handcuffs are no easier to bear merely 
because they happen to shine with a 
Socialist solution! 
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POWER 


“A TO-ONE will deny,” says 

NW a writer in Felix Morley’s 
Human Events (May 21), “ that 
Communism thrives where there 
is poverty and social injustice; 
but it is equally true that Com- 
munism thrives on men’s love of 


power, excitement and _ con- 
spiracy.” As an antidote to 
what some Americans call 


“ Wallese,” that is a timely and 
sensible statement. If material 
conditions alone gave rise to an 
ideology, Marxism would be 
true, and opposition to Com- 
munism based either on ignor- 
ance or ambition, 


It is the same with Communism. 
Material conditions are quite sufficient 
to account or its popularity in South 
Wales (though not in Bloomsbury or 
Hampstead); they do not account for 
the existence of Communism itself. 
Nevertheless, the statement in Human 
Events is no more than two-thirds of 
the truth. 


For one thing, all this talk about 
“men’s love of power” fis getting a 
little facile. Lord Acton’s untruism 
has been quoted ad nauseam. Power 
does not always corrupt, neither does 
absolute power corrupt absolutely. If 
it did, democracy would be indefensi- 
ble, dictatorship the only sane form 
of government: for it is better that 
one man should be corrupted than ail 
the citizens of a State. Actually, a 
good man is always subject to his own 
conscience, or (God; absolute power 
belongs only to those who are corrup- 
ted already. 


Fortunately or unfortunately, 
things are not as simple as that. The 
fact that Nazism won the day in 
Germany, for example, could be attri- 
buted to the destitution of Germany 
during the Great Slump of 1931. But 
that did not mean that the German 
economy had only to be rectified for 
the Nazis to lose their hold. Effects 
wiil last long after the causes have 
been removed. Still less did it mean 
that we had only to wnderstand why 
Hitler was whhre he was, for him to 
cease to be there at all, though some 
people used to talk as if that were 
the case. The causes of Nazism, 
moreover, are quite distinct from the 
causes of Nazi success. 


But histony is full of examples of 
powerful men who were never corrup- 
ted: and among them the founder of 
the Commintern himself. There is 
not the slightest evidence that L:nin 
ever enjoyed the exercise of power 
for its own sake; nor, jin all proba- 
bility, does Stalin enjoy it. What 
made Lenin the ruthless ruler he was, 
was the ruthless theolory he em- 
braced. He was the humble and 
utterly disinterested servant of a 

rerful and terrible God. Until we 
egin to understand that Marxism is 
a religion, we shall understand no- 
thing of human events today, let 
alone influence them for the better. 
To judge the Communist by ourselves 
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HUNGARY BEHIND 
the IRON CURTAIN 


HEN Mr. Molotov scotched every attempt at Moscow to 
produce a peace treaty with Austria, most people were 
disappointed and worried, but no one, as far as I know, made a 
successful guess at the reasons for his obstinate negativism. 


Let us look at the facts. 
Lying on the doorstep of 
Russia, Hungary is a country 
in whose future the western 
powers are as much in- 
terested as they are in Greece 
and Turkey. It is also a country 
in whose elections the Com- 
munists had been defeated, re- 
sulting in a coalition govern- 
ment under the Prime Minister- 
ship of Mr. ‘Ferenc Nagy, the 
leader of the Smallholders’ 
Party. Smallholders—kulaks in 
Russian—are not ideologically 
friendly to communism. 


The call to resign 


At the end of Mav, while Mr. Nagy, 
with Russian permission, was on 
holiday in Switzerland, the Russian 
Commander informed the rest of the 
Cabinet at Budapest that he was 
implicated in a plot to upset the 
existing government. Challenged to 
return and clear himself or to resign, 
Mr. Nagy telephoned his resignation 
—and has left Switzerland since for 
America. 


In Hungary, in the meantime, a 
“purge ” is going through, the pro- 
Soviet results of which are fuaran- 
teed by the presence of Russian 
troops, who would no longer have 
been there if peace had been made 
with adjoining Austria. 


A serious situation 


Diplomatic protests, requests flor 
explanations and for a joint Angilo- 
American-Russian enquiry into con- 
ditions in Hungary have followed; 
accusations and _ counter-accusations 
are being hurled about. The situation 
is the most serious one since inter- 
allied solidarity fell apart with the 
cessation of active hostilities. 

To hold the scales even, it must 
be said that the plot does not seem 
to have been a Soviet invention. Even 
Mr. Nagy’s pure-white innocence 


Now it is no longer necessary to guess. 
made quite clear by recent happenings in Hungary. 


The reasons have been 


by 
ROY SHERWOOD 


should not be taken for granted. He 
was admittedly looking upon himself 
as “a carefully balancing tight-rope 
walker ”—-the comparison itself sug- 
gesting a succession of alternate 
leanings to right and left. 


Food supplies 


Fact, however, and most disquiet- 
ing fact, is that another Euronean 
country has slipped behind the Iron 
Curtain, with consequences bound to 
go far beyond the merely political. 
For just as the division of Germany 
into Russian and other zones, with 
practically no interchange of goods 
between them, left western Germany 
without adequate food resources. so 
does the incorporation of the Hun- 
garian wheat-fields within Soviet- 
controlled economy deprive the whole 
of western Europe of one of its 
normally important bread suppliers. 

This latest advance of the Iron 
Curtain means western Europe’s 
almost complete dependence on out- 
side sources for its staple food, and 
no great intelligence is needed to see 
how the new state of affairs, if it be- 
comes permanent, magnifies Russia’s 
economic power and gives her the 
whiphand over the continent. 

Into this situation, as black as 
black can be, came Mr. Marshall’s 
Harvard speech, announcing a new 
plan to help Europe; and for a whole 
week this was understood to be only 
another bid for the consolidation of 
a great part of the world against 
Russia. But at his press conference 
on June 12, the American Secretary 
of State made it plain that Russia 
was included among the countries 
whom America is ready to help. 

This should of course alter the 
whole outlook, because it cuts the 
ground from under the Soviet sus- 
picion that America is using all her 


STREET SELLING 
JHAD been assured so often that 
PN as it is was unsaleable, so two 
of us decided last week to see for 
ourselves just how many copies we 
could dispose of, outside a public 
meeting in London. We were un- 
successful—because we had been dis- 
couraged. We only took three dozen 
copies, and they all sold out in ten 
minutes: so we still don’t know how 
many we COULD have disposed of. 
But we're going to try again. We 
have learned that there are buyers of 
PN—where there are sellers; and I 
believe that if two or three people in 
each big town would only undertake 
to cover a meeting a week in this 
way, our influence would increase 
steadily. What about it? 
THE EDITOR. 
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Total for 1947: £111 16s, 9d. 
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resources to bribe needy countries 
into an anti-Soviet bloc. If that were 
so, Russia would not have been in- 
cluded in the offer. But early indica- 
tions, as this is written, do not point 
to a favourable reception of the plan 
by the Soviets. Their suspicions do 
not seem to have been coniured away. 

The reason? That would seem te 
lie in two things: (a) in the fact that 
behind whatever the Secretary of 
State and the President may propose 
stands Congress; and Congress is not 
always as big and generous in its 
ideas as the Administration: and (b) 


in certain articles which have 
appeared in the American press, 
letting “the cat out of the bags.” 


Mr. Henry Wallace, whose political 
stock was supposed a short time ago 
to have fallen to the lowest nossible 
“all-time low,” has met with out- 
standing success in his recent lecture 
tour through the States. He is now 
again considered a danger in the 
coming presidential elections. There- 
fore, say a number of completely 
cynical writers, it has been considered 
a wise move to try to steal some of 
his thunder for the benefit of 
President Truman. The all-embrac- 
ing help offer, pointedly not exclud- 
ing Russia, is said to have been the 
result. 

Our own Foreign Secretary has lost 
no time in acting upon the American 
invitation. No clearer case has ever 
existed of a situation pregnant with 
as many possibilities for good as for 
evil—as this one. All who heard 
Mr. Bevin last Friday at the Foreign 
Press Association luncheon know that 
he will do what he can. 


is not to understand him—even when 
the tmtention is to show how nice he 
is. 


Lenin’s religion ha no place in it 
for loving kindness, even as a con- 
tributory factor in bringing about 
the millennium. That is why he was 
afraid of the loving kindness in him- 
self—afraid of listening to Beethio- 
ven, lest, as he said, he should stroke 
the hand of the man sitting next to 
him. Brotherhood ? — That was a 
thing to be engendered later, auto 
matically by the forces of production. 
The First Commandment of Commun- 
ism is that a man should be ready to 
liquidate his own comrades, if the 
Party Line demands, The day of 
Togliatti’s Confirmation was the day 
when he handed over the Socialist 
files to Mussolini. 


All the calculations of Communism 
are based on the impotence, the vir- 
tual non-existence, of love as a deter- 
mining ford in history. That is why 
they are uniformly  successful— 
because love virtually tis non-existent. 
The one thing that could upset Com- 
munist calculations would be “the ap- 
pearance of that of which their 
philosophy takes no account. So long 
as thkir theory fits the facts, it will 
continue to deliver the goods; and it 
will continue to fit the facts until the 
facts cease to fit the theory. 


The way to combat Communism, 
therefore, is neither to proclaim our 
faith in human brotherhood, nor to 
eradicate’ poyerty and social injus- 
tice: but to transform our present 
society daily into one for which 
brotherhood is not only an ideal, but 
an experience. In the end, that will be 
found to be the only way of eradicat- 
ing poverty and social injustice them- 
selves, P 
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Relief exhibition 

W EADERS in Manchester will have 

AU the opportunity of seeing the 

work of the FRS in Europe at the 

Friends’ Relief Exhibition which is 

being held at Friends’ Meeting House, 

Mount Street, Manchester, from June 

23 to 27, 10 am. to 5 p.m. It is 

hoped to show the film “ While Ger- 

many Waits.” he. 
A description of the exhibition 
which was first on view at Friends’ 

House durine Yearly Meeting ap- 

peared in The Friend. It says: 

“In addition to numerans photographs show- 
ing .work on the Continent (including that 
among Snanish refugees in Southern 
France, which is aometimes ant to be for- 
gotten now that more recent needa claim 
urgent relief), there was shown some very 
fine examnles of craft work by German 
rrisonergs of war and by displaced persons. 
German gunpowder bags turned into attrac- 
tive embroidered table mats and a ‘ broderie 
anglais’ tabtecloth made from a sugar sack 
were examples of artistic ingenuity. Dolls 
and pram made from odds and ends in 
displaced persong camps in Germany were 
also on view.” 


I hope readers will help us to make 
the exhibition widely advertised and 
sunported. In connection with the 
exhibition our collecting centre for 
“Save Europe Now” at Affleck and 
Brown’s store in’ Oldham Street, 
Manchester, is makine a special 
appeal for food and clothing. 

JOHN CARRUTHERS. 
Hon, Sec. 
1 Princesa Street, 
Manchester 2. 


Esperantlingve 


S PEOPLE who attend international 

conferences,” said Minnie Pal- 
lister, in a recent issue, “all agree 
that the most wearisome part is the 
translation of speeches,” and 


“attempts to popularise an _ inter- 
national language have not gone very 
far.” To the first part of that state- 
ment there will be general agreement, 
but there is a notable exception. An 
Esperanto world congress is the only 
international congress held where in- 
terpreters are unnecessary. Attempts 
to popularise it have not gone very 
far because most people pin their 
faith to the learning of national 
languages. 

More than two hundred children, 
we were told, gave up a week of their 
holiday in order to study French. 
Splendid! But how much _ nearer 
were they at the end of the week to 
the mind of the Hungarian youth, or 
the Finn, or the Dutch? 

Next August at Ipswich will be 
held the third International Camp of 
the Esperanto Whole-World Youth 
Organisation. For a week young Es- 
perantists from 7 or 8 different 
countries will live together and 
entertain one another, using only 
Esperanto as their common tongue. 
The local education authority has 
placed at their disposal a modern 
school building with full canteen 
facilities as a hostel. 

With Minnie Pallister I, too, would 
ask, how many of us are prepared to 
put into the job of bringing people 
together the necessary hard grinding: 
work? And yet, the learning of Es- 
peranto is child’s play compared to 
the learning of French. 


FRED PARKER. 
368 Colne Road, 
Burnley. 


Further letters appear under the 
heading “Can you help?” on ‘pagd 
five. 
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‘Au revoir Germany’ 


With this article GERD TREUHAFT concludes the series of articles 
written on his visit to Germany as Peace News Special Correspondent 


NCE more the wheels of the train started moving—this time 
towards the West, as my visit to the “ country without the 
Fuhrer” had come to an end. But I didn’t say good-bye to my 
German friends, nor to Germany or the vast problems which are 
still brooding like an Egyptian Sphinx over the country. 


No, to say good-bye to a country which is the 
pulse of Europe and whose rise and fall has 
destined the fate of millions of people, means the 
political and economic suicide of a part of our 
globe. 

When I said au revoir to the dust, rubble and 
bricks which stared at me wherever I put my feet 
down on German soil—as if they wanted to say: 
“Don’t forget us, we want to be rebuilt, we want 
to work, we bricks must be put together again, not 
only for our sake, but for the sake of Europe and 
the sake of Britain and world peace,” then I realised 
more and more that no country in the world can 
ignore the events inside Germany, nor can any 
politician say “good-bye” to an unsolved problem. 


VITAL QUESTIONS 


In two weeks I had tried to find the answers to 
the questions: —“ Has the German mind transformed 
itself from a destructive outlook to a constructive 
one?” ‘ 

“ Are the psychological roots of Nazism really 
destroyed, and if so, by what are they replaced? 

“Ts an occupation force in Germany a necessity 
for the establishment of European peace, or is it 
an obstruction to international understanding?” "a 

“ What is the real aim of German party politics? 

“Ts there a danger of a new Hitler?” 

“Have the German ee tee the conse- 

uences of their political tragedy?” 
ee Does the Coeman believe in the work of UNO?” 

Some of these major questions have found their 
arswers in my previous articles. Some of them are 
not only current questions, but questions which re- 
quire an independent series of articles, making 
clear why the Germans cannot transform their 
destructive outlook to a constructive one, when the 
world around is disunited on the same issue for 
which it fought a five years’ war—the destruction 
of Nazism and militarism and the rebirth of Ger- 
man democracy. 

The psychological roots of Nazism could not have 
found a better ground for their rebirth than in 
starving Germany,/where freedom from fear has 
been replaced by freedom to want. Therefore, the 
occupation of Germany will resemble more and 
more the German occupation of Denmark, minus 
the Gestapo. 


HISTORY’S PROOF 


History has proved over and over again that 
every occupation army will be regarded on foreign 
soil as the oppressor of freedom and liberty. So 
long as foreign occupation inside Germany be- 
comes a_ political, economic and_ psychological 
burden for the German people, the real establish- 
ment of European peace will find a major stone 
of obstruction in its way. 

The German masses, who shortly after the “ Un- 
conditional surrender’ started to realise the con- 
sequences of their political tragedy, are now 
acquiring a political scepticism towards inter- 
national affairs, including the work of UNO, with 
the result that they are blaming the occupying 
powers of their country for the misery which has 
befallen them. Their arguments are partly justi- 
fied. They are right when they say that Hitler 
aimed at world domination, and failed, but the 
Allies, who claim to have fought the second world 
war to make the world safe for democracy and 
freedom, failed too. 

The difference between these two failures is 
obvious. The military defeat of the Third Reich did 


the pacifists.”’ 


PEACE HEROISM 


This article by Magnus Schwantje 

originally appeared in a@ pacifist 

monthly journal in Germany in Oc- 

tober 1914. It was re-printed in 

“ Democratic Germany” im Septem- 
ber, 1946. 


JDURING the last few weeks we saw 

many people grieving because they 
were not allowed to offer their lives as 
soldiers for the salvation of the Fatherland. 
Such grief is without foundation. Peace 
offers far more opportunities for heroic 
deeds than does war. There will never be a 
lack of human beings who are prepared to 
die for the Fatherland in times of need and 
general enthusiasm; but small is the num- 
ber of heroes who are prepared to live for 
the welfare of the world. 

Since the outbreak of the war we have 
seen in all the belligerent countries examples 
of shocking brutality side by side with deeds 
of true heroism:—preparedness to face the 
greatest suffering, aye, conscious self- 
sacrifice in the service of the Fatherland. 
But higher than the heroism which shows 
itself only in war, is that of the heroés of 
peace who voluntarily share the sufferings 
of all creation throughout their whole life, 
and are constantly making sacrifices to 
lessen the sufferings of others, to deepen the 
recognition of our common humanity and to 
ennoble our common life; who are not only 
moved by the necessity of their own nation, 
but are perpetually aware of the tragedy of 
all earthly existence; who are not only ready 
to face great dangers when they are swept 
along by the mighty wave of excitement of 
a whole people, infected by mass-intoxication 
and constantly stimulated by the battle-lust 
of those around them, but who remain 
faithful to what they have once and for all 
conceived as their task, even when they 
stand quite alone in the conflict and are 
obliged to direct it against their own people, 
against their immediate surroundings; who 
do not let themselves be led astray by the 
mockery and hostility of a senseless or 
malicious crowd, or be prevented from shap- 
ing their lives in accordance with their 
ideals; who are not only prepared in rare 
moments to make great sacrifices, when 
destiny suddenly places before them a 
mighty task, but who do not flag in working 
for their ideals even in the small things of 
everyday life and do not allow themselves to 
be discouraged by petty obstacles and dis- 
appointments, preferring to forego great 
advantages in order to remain true to their 
convictions in apparently small matters. 

Gigantic are the tasks awaiting these 
warriors when the present world-war has 
raged {tself out; and every individual who is 
ready to work with enthusiasm for the cause 
of Peace, can become the distributor of 
infinite blessings. 
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PACIFIST CHRISTIANITY 


by Wallace Hancock 
Hon. Sec. of the Movement for a Pacifist Church of Christ 
OWARD SPRING, in his book “And Another Thing,” 
asserts that “In my view the Church—all the churches—if 
they are to save their souls and in the long run save the world, 
must declare without equivocation that they are on the side of 


Christian Pacifists, curiously enough, are by no 
means unanimous concerning this, and view with- 
out alarm not merely the refusal of the British 
Council of the. Churches to condemn the atom bomb 
massacres in Japan, but the almost complete 
absence (with the exception of the Quakers) of 
any expression of opposition by any denomination 
against the enactment of peace-time conscription. 
Moreover, it is obvious that the drift of church 
opinion is against pacifism and that if war occurred 
again tomorrow, the attitude of the Church would 
not be very different from the responsive patriotism 
which marked its reaction to World War 1 and 
World War 2. 

In these circumstances the attitude of Christian 
Pacifists is remarkably quiescent if not exactly 
acquiescent. They are content to be quite undog- 
matic and tolerant and count tolerance as a great 
virtue, their chief concern being that in these days, 
when the Church is fighting for it’s life, there 
should be no division in the Church on the issue of 
pacifism. Christian Pacifists are not prepared 
therefore to make their stand on the essentially 
pacifist significance of Christianity. ‘Throughout 
the past centuries with the exception perhaps of 
the days of the early Church, the main emphasis of 
Christianity has been on doctrine and theology. 
The great schisms of the past have been on matters 
of theology and on issues that we should regard 
today as very trivial. 

In these days much of the doctrinal foundation otf 
Christianity appears to be rapidly melting away 
under scientific criticism of such progressive 
thinkers as the Bishop of Birmingham. It may 
therefore be appropriate at this moment to urge 
that it is plain that Jesus had no salvation to offer 
mankind except on the condition of obedience to His 
Way. No unity of Christians is any longer possible 
on the basis of doctrine. Unity can only be 
achieved on the basis of the practice of the prin- 
ciples whch Jesus taught and lived. 

MANKIND'S ONLY HOPE 

It is evident to most men, whether Christians or 
not, that the moral and spiritual standards which 
have characterised the civilizations of the past have 
in the end produced war and chaos and that the 
atomic and other discoveries will result in the dis- 
integration of the world as we know it, within the 
next fifty years, unless mankind can live up to 
standards very much more approximating to those 
taught by Christ. The first step towards these 
higher moral and spiritual standards, is that the 
Church should revise it’s conception of Christianity, 
If Christianity is to play any part in saving the 
world from the moral and material catastrophe to 
which science has brought us tace to face, the 
Church must declare that it’s existence and purpose 
is based on the salvation of Jesus, not as_a theo- 
logical concept but as a practical way of life of 
which pacifism is an essential part. 

This is not a matter upon which Christians can 
compromise, but is one upon which pacifists should 
make a specific witness in such a way as to leave 
no room for doubt that they regard this as funda- 
mental to their spiritual loyalties. 

As to how such specific witness is to be made 
depends upon the circumstances of each individual, 
Many pacifists are in the happy position of being 
able to work in individual churches wherein Minister 
and congregation are concerned in making this 
witne&; others have solved their problem by jomn- 
ing the Society of Friends. In most cases, however, 
there is little purpose or justification in remaining 
an unhappy minority in a church congregation, 
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not include the psychological defeat of 
the German masses who believed in 
the theoretical foundation of Nazism. 
The military victory of the allied 
powers undoubtedly brought great 
hopes to the democratic forces inside 
Germany, but these are now suffering 
their own spiritual defeat. Between 
hopes and failures, the political life in- 
side the borders of the former Third 
Reich is confronted with an embittered 
and cynical outlook by the German 
people. It seemed to me that Ger- 
many’s physical and _ psychological 
destruction has been of far greater 
importance than the military defeat 
of Hitlerism. For millions of Ger- 
mans, the belief in a better world, 
the faith in truth, reality and a real 
peace are still Utopian. 


REFLECTIONS 


Before the train once more crossed 
the borders of Germany into Belgium, 
I looked back to the cities of Aachen, 
Koln, Krefeld and Dortmund, then to 
the heart of the Ruhr, whose coal 
mines could supply the whole of 
Europe, the blue historic Rhine came 
back to my memory—all these 
glimpses of the German journey con- 
vinced me that the world will only 
live in peace when the millions of 
Germans and other Europeans realise 
that freedom and democracy must 


find their real rebirth in the heart 
of Europe, before being spread over a 
part of our globe. And this heart is 
Germany. Therefore, to observe the 
heartbeats of a Continent, to judge 
its positive or negative progress, an 
internal observation of German 
current affairs becomes a_ political 
necessity, perhaps another German 
journey. And so when the German 
customs examined my travel papers 
and said good-bye to me, I answered, 
“Tt isn’t good-bye to you or to Ger- 
many, but Au revoir.” 


Words of Peace - No. 2/3 
TWO COMMANDS 


Christ says—Take up thy crosa 
and follow Me; that is, bear 
patiently that lot awarded thee, and 
obey Me, thy God; yet none obey. 

But the first worthless man, fitted 
for nothing but murder, who wears 


epaulettes, and takes it into his head , 


to say, “ Take not up a cross, but a 
knapsack and gun, and follow me to 
inflict and undergo misery and cer- 
tain death,” is listened to and obeyed 
by all. 


Leo Tolstoy, The Martyrdom of 
the World. 


feeling perpetually frustrated and in 
spiritual revolt against the prevailing 
spirit and teaching of the church as a 
whole. There is no experience more 
trying and soul-destroying than one of 
continual tension. The only rational 
basis of a Church is when “two or 
three are gathered together in My 
; Name,” and for a single aim and 
; common purpose. 

The Rev. Edis Fairbairn, the 
famous Canadian pacifist, sums up 
the position with great clarity, “ This 
fact remains and stands out like a 
sore thumb—pacifists cannot perman- 
ently consent to be gagged in_ the 
pulpit and ignored in the pew. They 
will and must perish unless they can 
find opportunity to implement the 
faith that is in them.” 


ATOMIC BOMBS : 
AND THE 
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PUBLIC MEETING 


at the Weigh House Church, 
Duke Street, 
(Bond St. Tube) 
on Thursday, June 26th, 
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FACT AND 
FORMULA 


The Last Days of Hitler, by H. R. 
Trevor-Roper. Macmillan, 10s. 6d. 


R. TREVOR-ROPER was 
admirably equipped for 
writing this book. Adding to 
the detailed knowledge of a 
special agent, appointed by the 
Government to elucidate the 
facts of Hitler’s death, the re- 
sources of a trained historian 
and a rare trenchancy of style, 
he succeeds in conjuring up 
dramatically the phantasma- 
goria of Berlin in April, 1945. 
His spotlight, indeed, is con- 
centrated mainly upon the 
Chancellory bunker, from time 
to time upon Flensberg or 
Berchtesgaden—the death-throes of 
the Third Reich itself are only dimly 
discerned in the penumbra—but in- 
side this circle move all the leaders 
of Nazi Germany. 

And what a spectacle they make ! 
—Goering, resplendent in white silk, 
“with the emblematic stag of St. Hu- 
bertus on his Head, and a swastika 
of gleaming pearls set between the 
antlers "; Goebbels, reverting gradu- 
ally to the propaganda of pure nihil- 
ism which, Mr. Trevor-Roper claims, 
was thi real mainspring of Nazism; 
Himmler, fanatical, hesitant, casting 
hopeful horoscopes to the last; Bor- 
mann, still lording his strength for 
darkness, burrowing like a_ mole. 
Many characteristics which T, for one, 
was inchned to dismiss as the fabri- 
cations of a frustrated Fuhrer, when 
recorded by Hermann Rauschning, 


-are here confirmed: the author, in- 


deed, rating Rauschning high above 
most other chroniclers of Nazism. 

And what of the central figun»? 
Mr. Trevor-Roper sees in Hitler a 
perfect instance of absolute corrup- 
tion by absolute power. It is the 
sheer iintoxication of success that 
feads him to disregard, or ignomin- 
ously dismiss, one sane adviser after 
another, surround himself with in- 
triguers and toadies, and finally 
launch that fateful Russian cam- 
paign. Nor is there any denying the 
truth of this interpretation. But is 
it, I wondr, the whole truth? Was 
unbridled self-confidence alone re- 
sponsible, or was confidence iin his 
theory as well ? 

“We are chosen by Destiny,” Hit- 
jer writes towards thlz end of Mein 
Kampf, “to be the witnesses of a 
catastrophe which will afford the 
strongest confirmation of the nation- 
alist theory of race.’’ That catastro- 
phe is the overthrow of Russia, 
“which owed the source of its liveli- 
hood as a State to the Germanic 
nucleus of its governing classes... 
now almost wholly broken up 
and abolished.” According to 


Mr. Trevor-Roper, Hitler derided 
those who, like Himmler, took 
his racial principles seriously; 


“he criticised and ridiculed the ideo- 
logy of the SS”—but we have only 
the evidence of Speer for this state- 
ment. It is possible, at least, that 
the Fuhrer derivad his astonishing 
ascendency from genuine conviction 
of their truth. “ Above all else,” 
runs fhis final will and testament, 
“uphold the racial laws in all their 
severity, and mercilessly resist the 
aniversal poisoner of al] nations, in- 
ternational Jewry.” 

In this case, the events of 1942-5 
represent the triumph of Fact over 
Formuia; aid there jis the stignifi- 
cance of realisation in Hitler’s remark 
to Speer, “ The nation has proved itself 
weak, and the future belongs solely 
to the stronger Eastern mation.” 

Mr. Trevor-Roper’s object fis not 
only to clear up once and for all the 
mystery surrounding Hitler's end— 
this he has accomplished admirably— 
but also to explode the Nazi Myth. 
Unfortunately, he himself seems to 
have fallen for a part of it. For it is 
one thing to acknowledge the reality 
of national characteristics, good and 
bad, (none the less real because, like 
the Habsburg Lip. they are not found 
in every member of the family, nor 
tundiscoverable outside it); quite an- 
other to generalise freely, as he does. 
about “the cloudy Teutonic mind,” 
etc. He might have done better to 
have left the facts to speak for them- 
Belves. al” F.A.L. 


Fi Fi 

he Life 

God’s Boycott of Sin: a Consideration 

of the Doctrine of Heli as Related 

to Pacifism, by Rachel H. King, 

Ph.D. Fellowship Publications, 

2929 Broadway, New York 25, 
$2.00 Cloth, $1.25 Paper. 


JN these days it is startling, even in 

a sub-title, to come across the 
sober mention of “Hell.” Yet more 
startling is it to read: “.. , pacifism, 
to hold people’s allegiance perman- 
ently, needs to be understood as 
action in iine with the total theologi- 
cal picture of the nature of the 
universe.” 

The writer calls for a re-instate- 
ment of the doctrine of “ Hell,” show- 
ing how, when discarded by an age of 
liberalism, sooner or later it was in- 
evitable that the whole of a well-knit 
theology should also be discarded. 
The logic of the argument, however, 
seems to take a slightly different turn 
from this intended centrai idea. 
Within it is to be found the conten- 
tion that the terrible events unfolded 
during the war years are objective 
proof of the dealings of a righteous 
God with sinful humanity: a God who 
is capable of standing out for ever 
for his own righteous standards, no 
matter how much suffering this may 
mean for wilful mankind. aie 

With the reinstatement of belief in 
a “righteous” rather than an 
“humanitarian” God, of necessity 
“Hell” is again something to be 
taken into account: not indeed in the 
sense of the flames of Gehenna, but 
of alienation from God; which has 
always been the basic definition of 
“ Hell.” 


3 i 

Such an event would bring back 
to tts old place within the conscious- 
ness of men and women, not only 
“Hell” with “Heaven” as its re- 
verse, but life beyond the grave. This 
life, where obviously thene is relative 
suffering of the innocent, whilst the 
guilty go unpunished, cannot be large 
enough to contain a just moral tem- 
po for the individual. Within the 
context of a purely earthly life, paci- 
fism too, must always appear to 
lack sufficiency: it cannot hope to 
reap rewards during this lifetime. 

For the pacifist, the kernel of the 
whole matter is given in the intro- 
duction. Granted that pacifism is a 
“must,” no matter what the conse- 
quences may be, this is something too 
hard for earth-bound spirits. 

“1 ..Men facing decisions in- 
volving supreme sacrifice tend to 
act to safeguard what is most 
precious to them. If the existence 
of their nation and the culture 
that it represents is the source of 
their deepest security, they will 
fight to preserve it when it is en- 
dangered. Men are quite right in 
thinking that they should go to any 
extreme that will guarantee their 
deepest security . . Rdligious 
pacifism involves, negatively, the 
belief that neither earthly life nor 
national existence is the great es- 
sential. This means that pacifism 
to stand successfully in the emer- 
gency of war, must believe that the 
supreme safety-guaranteging com- 
munity is beyond the earthly 


scene... . 
G.E.R. 


The Way of Acceptance 


The Way of Acceptance: a new 
version of Lao Tse’s Tao Té Ching, 
by Hermon Ould. Dakers, 5s. 


MB. OULD defies the Sinologues 

and tells us straight out that 
his aim in adding yet another to the 
many extant versions of the Tao 
“was to discover whether it was pos- 
sible to provide a version ... both 
coherent and justified by a collation 
of the various translations.” 

I am not a Sinologue and must 
confess I have never read even Mr. 
Waley’s translation: the one I use is 
Mr. Ch’u- Ta-Kao’s’ which first 
appeared about ten years ago. Shall 
I go on using it, or shall I choose Mr. 
Ould in future? Probably both. 

But shall I need the Tao again at 
all? Does it provide all the calories 
and vitamins the spirit needs? Does 
its simplicity pall, its “ wisdom ” wear 
thin with time, showing the platitude 
beneath? I can never answer these 
questions. I know only that I fail to 
live by it; I fail daily to emancipate 
myself from regret and desire. True, 
1 don’t “contend ”—for profits or 
foreign markets, or even for place 
and honour at home. But I do con- 
tend with the evil in myself—that my 
spiritual pride may be vindicated. I 
try to remember the still centre when 
the wheel revolves, but I am glad 
when the wheel itself is still. 

One must be robust of spirit to live 
by the Tao. Most of us are so weak 
and foolish as to heed the magna- 
nimity of Christianity. We need the 
sting and stigma of sin, the relief of 
knowing our guilt, the assurance that 
the skeletons are in the empty cup- 
board. We are uncomfortable with- 
out the hair shirt and spiked belt, the 
remorse which is evidence of our sin. 
We may find balm in Tao but we need 
opportunity to hurt ourselves first. 
Tao is a lyric; the New Testament a 
drama. Tao is only a cherry orchard, 
but the radiance of Christ is the 
flowering cherry in Gordon Square 
which transfigures squalor and 
beckons the damned to the com- 
munion which is redemption. 

One gets rhetorical. Let me draw 
in my horns and say merely that the 
Tao is a crystal of wisdom, a nugget 
of pure gold, which we don’t quite 
know what to do with. It is approved 
by humanists and rationalists. Wis- 
dom, for the humanist, is an end-and 
an absolute; but for the Christian it 
is a cloistered virtue, apt to breed 


spiritual pride and take us one step 
farther from the Son who consorted 
with the ignorant, the foolish and the 
sinful. Folly and evil are necessary, 
for without them there could be no 
wisdom or good. Likewise regret and 
desire are necessary, for wthout them 
there could be no remorse for wrong- 


doing nor aspiration to good. 
~ ‘ J. P. HOGAN. 


A Naive Eulogy 


The World at the Crossroads. World 
Citizens Association, Chicago, 25 
cents. 

TJ NTHINKING optimism pervades 

this naive eulogy of the United 


Nations Organisation. The authors* 
suggest that “if the benefits 
anticipated from the functioning 


of international co-operation... 
materialise, a great power contem- 
plating aggression might hesitate to 
deprive its people of these benefits by 
shattering the organisation, a prob- 
able consequence of persistence in 
aggressiva behaviour.” . This they 
piously call a “ powerful dj2tterent 
to aggression.” 

The booklet argues that “ the sover- 
eign rights of nations, and the 
powers of the United Nations were 
augmented by the San Francisco 
Charter.” This recalls Alexander 
Hamilton’s verdict on those of his 
contemporaries who similarly sought 
mutually irreconcilable ends: “ They 
cherish with blind devotion the 
political monstrosity of an imperium 
an imperio.” (Independent Journal, 
1787). 

The Charter itself is included, and 
shows the extraordinary care taken 
to deprive the Organisation of the 
ability to perform its task: “ main- 
tain international ‘peace.’ The 
Assembly has the power oniy to 
“make recommendations.” The “ Se- 
curity’ Council cannot make a 
decision, let alone take action, unless 
the Big Five are all agreed, and two 
stooges vote with them. Mf they dis- 
agree, UNO is paralysed. 

The authors apparently seem to 
forget that the American Federal 
Government enforces a peaceful de- 
cision by operating directly upon 
imdividual citizens, ang] not on States 
as such. The world is indeed at the 
crossroads; it Must choose Inter- 
national Government, or the league 
idza which twice in one generation 


has deluged the world iin blood. 

*Anita Blaine, Edwin H. Cassels, Edwin R. 
Embree; W. Waymack and Quincy 
Wright. 


FIVE 
BRO RIES 


Modern Christian Revolutionaries, 
edited by D. Attwater. Devin- 
Adair Co., New York, $4. 


HRISTIANITY always 
appears to be revolution- 
ary, but this is really an 


illusion of human _ perspective. 
Since the Fall there have 


always been two opposing movements 
in the world—the motion upwards to 
God, the flowering and proliferation 
of life and imagination; and the 
motion downwards, the hardening 
into static forms, intellectual con- 
cepts, logical formulations, death- 
wards. So Christianity which, with 
the force of life, shatters forms, 
seems revolutionary, although being 
the manifestation of God in the world 
it is most truly conservative, eternal, 
basic. Sin was the’ Revolution, 
Christianity the Revaluation. 

The “ Revolutionaries ” examined 
here, therefore, are very different 
from the glib sectaries who bracket 
the salvation of souls with the 
destruction of social forms. Theirs 
is not the Revolution that thrusts un- 
willing man into cruel moulds to form 
a novel social pattern, yet leaves him 
less content, and less a man, than he 
was before. The changes for which 
they look and work have for their 
primary force the Grace of God. 

The first, Kierkegaard, died nearly 
a hundred years ago, but must come 
into any discussion of modernity. 
Mr. Chaning-Pearce’s learned and 
penetrating presentation is particu- 
larly valuable for its analysis of 
“ Existentialism,” an heroic achieve- 
ment which, by the ironv of history, 
is claimed for name and fatherhood 
by the current popular philosophy of 


Disbelief, born of Disillusion and 
Neurosis. 
Eric Gill, sane, wholesome and 


practical, we can fairly claim as one 
of our own prophets, and Donald Att- 
water’s account of him will surely 
turn many back to the Essavs and 
Autobiography. He writes with the 
feeling of a friend and_ fellow- 
Catholic, who shares, too, Gill’s in- 
sight into the crucial challenge 
modern war presents to Christian 
values. Indeed, it becomes difficult 
to understand how the next of these 
Revolutionaries, also Catholic, did not 
see and seize upon this. Or rather. 
it was difficult before one had read 
F. A. Lea’s examination of G. K. 
Chesterton's personality, writing and 
religion; for here in a few lucid 
chapters is an account of how one who, 
by paradox and intellectual weight. 
by subtle wit and huee guffaw, could 
so decimate the faithless myrmidons 
of a godless industrialism, actually 
came to advance their values and 
speak their language. in their most 
characteristic undertakine—total war. 

. F. Andrews is a less familiar 
name. and although this life, told 
by Nicol MacNicol, is evidence of a 
courageous pioneer, I find the flavour 
of the man still escaping me. Even 
here, he is overtopped by his Indian 
friends and fellow-workers, Gandhi 
and Tagore—they seem irresistibly to 
attract the writer’s pen away from 
his subject towards themselves. 

Of the essay that completes this 
book, however, it is difficult to sneak 
with tempered admiration. To those 
of us who name Nicolas Berdvaev 
with reverence and love, it was hard 
to believe that his essence could be 
distilled into a few chapters, but 
Evgueny Lampert has accomplished 
this near-miracle. Here is one of the 
most significant figures of our day. 
one of the original inner circle of 
the Russian Communist Party, turned 
Christian. Brought to Christianity by 
Dostoevsky, Berdvaev has waged a 
fearless war for the Christian Trans- 
valuation of Values which he sees as 
the only alternative to nihilist chaos. 
Here, also, pacifism has a prophet: 
for_ Berdyaev rejects war, and has 
written a most impressive pamphlet 
on the subject, which is also treated 
of freely throughout his many books. 

These five essays were published 
separately in England two years ago. 
It is to be hoped that their collection 
into a solid American binding will 
ensure them a circulation commensur- 
ate with the scone of their subject- 
matter and thought. 

P. T. GOWER. 
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SIGNPOSTS 


ON THE ROAD TO _ PEACE 


Martin Buber’s First Public Meeting in England 


yF Ezekiel or Isaiah were to come to life in London, he might look and 

speak as Martin Buber—with his magnificent, rabbinical head and fault- 
less, sonorous delivery—looked and spoke at the Conway Hall last week. 
Professor of Social Philosophy at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, since 
he was exiled from Germany in 1933, this was his first public address in 
this country, and the hall was crowded out. 


No wonder! “I and Thou” and 
“Between Man and Man” have been 
widely pondered in both Jewish and 
Christian circles; Prof. Buber writes, 
as Dean Matthews said from the 
Chair, out of the inmost spirit of 
Jewry in the Your of its bitterest 
persecution. 


The meeting had been organised by 
the Council of Christians and Jews, 
and, though his address was delivered 
primarily to Jews, Prof. Buber had a 
message for Christians as well. 


He began by recalling the ancient 
Hebrew legend, according to which 
the nations of the earth are repre- 
sented by Princes on high, who, when 
the nations contend, contend with one 
another also. Yet these Princes are 


" responsible to the one true God, and 


if any of them becomes intoxicated 
with power, he is “plunged into the 
abyss of nothingness.” 


Incapable of belief 


Nowadays, said Prof. Buber, the 
typical individual is incapable of be- 
lief in God. Therefore he exalts his 
own expended ego, sets up his nation 
as an idol, worships his Prince in the 
place of God. No higher Court of 
Appeal being acknowledged, the vut- 
come of this can only be war between 
the nations, waged by any and every 
means, until it encompasses their own 
destruction. Our Princes are national 
ideologies, each of whom, forgetting 
his true function as a ministering 
angel, sets himself up as Lord of All— 
“but the hand of the Lord is upon 
him.” 

The “spirit of Israel” can become 
an idol too; the Jews can behave like 
other peoples: but, when they do so, 
they find themselves’ weaker than all 
others, and entirely defenceless at 
their hands. The “spirit of Israel” 
can only rightly be conceived as a 
truth independent of ourselves, and 
yet dependent upon us for its material 
realisation. 

What is that truth?—That man 1s 
created for a purpose, which is not 
separation, division, dissolution, ever- 
lasting confict, but the achievement of 
a unity in which every sect, cliss and 
nation atones for the others, “a great 
up-building peace.” The human world 
is intended to be one body, instead of 
being, as now, a heap of members and 
limbs each supposing itself to be a 
body. 

To become one body must be the 
act of men themselves: and this was 
the demand heard so distinctly and 
voiced with such power by the Pro- 
phets, that it penetrated to the very 
soul of a nation, and was accepted by 
that nation as its calling. The de- 
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mand had to be put, not to individuals, 
but to a whole people, because only a 
whole people could demonstrate the 
meaning of unity and peace. 


In her own land, Israel had repre- 
sented this ideal among the nations, 
in exile she hud introduced it to them 
--this ideal of a nation of nations, a 
fellowship of peoples. But never had 
she truly realised, within herself or in 
her dealings with others, a life of 
justice and truth. There had been 
proclamation without realisation. And 
now, back in her own land, there had 
come a partial realisation without 
proclamation. For, just when it was 
most needful that the nations, perish- 
ing in their hopelessness, should be 
told again that there can be no 
fraternity without Fatherhood, no 
kingdom without a King, many Jews 
were dismissing Messianism as the 
compensatory dream of their weak- 
ness, and _ seeking to “join the 
wolves,” to beeome strong like others. 
“Of all the forms of assimilation, 
this is the most terrifying, the most 
dangerous.” 


Both realisation and proclamation 
are necessary. For no proclamation 
in words will be strong enough now to 
pierce the world’s despair, unless it is 
based upon our own fulfilment. 

Prof. Buber spoke of the cause of 
anti-semitism in Christianity; and 
went on to show how intimately 
Christianity and Judaism were bound 
up with one another. He _ recalled 
that, in the verv year when the Jewish 
State was finally destroyed by the 
Romans, the heretic Marcion had en- 
deavoured to complete the material by 
the spiritual ruin of Israel. He had 
undertaken to prove that the God of 
the Old Testament and of Justice was 
the enemy of the Christian God. The 
Church had resisted Marcion, to have 
accepted whose doctrine would have 
meant relinquishing her claim to 
transform the secular order. 


A modern heretic 


But in the twentieth century a New 
Marcion had arisen. The theologian 
Harnack had once again tried to 
separate the New Testament from the 
Uld, and thereby discredit the Jewish 
God. And this time the Church had 
been less adamant. Christianity 
might still be faced with a choice, be- 
tween relinquishing its claim to realise 
justice in this world, which meant 
abandoning its Jewish mheritance— 
and the Jews: saving its life to lose it; 
or defending its claim, even though it 
should mean sharing with the Jews in 
ne catacombs: losing its life to save 
it. 
The Conway Hall can seldom have 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


listened to a more far-sighted or stir- 
ring challenge. Long before Prof, 
Buber had finished his address, several 
of the reporters present were busy 
writing-yp their articles. Does 
Ezekiel or Isaiah deserve the same 
attention as Herbert Morrison? 


HERBERT READ on 
Education for Peace 


HE second meeting of the 
London Area Circle was 

held last Saturday afternoon at 
the Swedenborg Hall, Blooms- 
bury Way. The circle is a new 
venture with the object of 
bringing together London mem- 
bers of the PPU who are not in 
touch with groups, particularly 
in order to hear well-known 
speakers who have got scme- 
thing of significance to put be- 
fore us. Membership is open to 
all PPU members of the London 


Area. 

Herbert Read spoke at this meet- 
ing under the title “Education for 
Peace.” His “Ethics of Power” is 
to form the next PN pamphlet. 

“Pacifism,” he said, “should not 
be an emotional reaction against war, 
but a plan for making our aggressive 
instincts unlethal.” He believed that 
nothing less than a complete re- 
casting of our educational system 
could promote peace and save man- 
kind from annihilating wars. The 
two fundamental principles necessary 
for this transformation are: (1) That 
we educate in reference to things and 
not persons; (2) That we educate to 
unite and not to divide, as at present. 

By educating through the senses 
and not primarily through the faculty 
of abstraction, by keeping the child 
dependent on things only, the order 
of nature was followed: the aggres- 
sive instincts worked themselves out 
on physieal things only. We must 
project the aggressive impulses into 
physical celebrations, dramatic phan- 
tasies—play is the prophylactic of 
war. We must spend’ our lives in 
making our play as perfect as possi- 
ble. Our serious work should be done 
for the sake of our play. We must 
pass our lives in the playing of 
games: the games of sacrifice, song 
and dance. The _ indivisibilitv of 
peace corresponds to the indivisibility 
of education. 

Moral regeneration can only be 
accomplished by moral education. 
This does not mean by moral precept 
but by moral practice. The energy 
of pacifists must be directed against 
the moral causes of war: to creating 
the moral atmosphere in which war is 
unthinkable, and not wasted upon 
endeavouring to recruit an army of 
passive resisters. 


QUAKERISM. 


Information and 
Literature respecting the Faith anu 
Practice of the Religioua Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
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CAN YOU HELP ? 


A GROUP of English and German 
> internationalists in Upper Bav- 
aria are starting a periodical based 
on a symposium of gleanings from 
the world press. They aim at an 
objective treatment of current affairs: 
economic, political and cultural. The 
promoters are badly in need of repre- 
sentative English newspapers and 
periodicals of recent date and would” 
giviz German books in exchange. 


If any of your readers are in- 
terested and wish to help in alleviat- 
ing the intellectual starvation of 
“ Darkest Germany,” I suggest. they 
communicate direct with Fraulein Dr. 
Helene Laible, Laufen/obb.. (13b), 
Titmoningerstrasse 266, American 
Zone of Germany. 


Riverside House. 
Devoran, Truro. 


A. J. MARSHALL. 


HAVE just been given an oppor- 

tunitv which I would like to share 
with PN readers. I am able, through 
the kindness of a friend, to get sup- 
plies of capsules specially made for 
use on the Continent and containing 
the five major vitamins in large 
doses: Vitamin A, 4,500 units, B.1, 
1 mg., Nicotinic Acid, 15 mg., Vita- 
min C, 15 mg., Vitamin D, 600 units, 
Yeast, gr. 3. It will be obvious what 
is the value of these capsules in sup- 
plementing meagre diets. 

The capsules cost 12s. per 100, and 
I will gladly obtain supplies for any- 
body who will promise to send them 
to Europe. When writing, please 
send a remittance which includes a 
little extra for postage, according to, 
the number of capsules you ask for; 


T will refund any excess postage. 
53 Greencourt Road. ROGER PAGE, 
Petts Wood, Orpington, Kent. 


FNHANKS largely to the inspiration 
of Charles Stuart’ and_ the 
initiative of our Chairman, Albert 
Woods, we have started a PoW Club 
at Ewen 'Hall, Wood Street, High 
Barnet. We have the use of two big 
rooms from four till nine every Satur- 
day, and extend hospitality in the best 
way we can to the German prisoners 
of South Mimms who need the friend- 
.ship of English people. We have 
| games and the use of a kitchen. We 
; want volunteers who could take over 
‘responsibility from four to nine any 
| Saturday, and also visitors to drop in 
| and spend what time they can in creat- 
jing and sharing a convivial] friendly 
‘atmosphere among folk who want to 
know what the English are really like. 
Our first meeting was attended by 
sixty PoW’s and there promises to be 
more. Here is something to be 
DONE—come along and help. 
L. HILLIARD. 


Secretary, Barnet Region PPU. 
72 Avondale Avenue, N.12. 


We should like to thank those readers 
who kindly responded to our request under 
this heading in the issue of Aprl 25. Your 
offers are being dealt with in rotation, 
as promptly as_ possible. Other readers 
who would be willing to send their copies of 
Peace News to those abroad or at home who 
are unable to subscribe should write to The 
Manager, Peace News Limited, 


FEMALE SHTHND.-TYPIST requd. 
in office of London Union of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. Inter- 
esting wark. £3 108. to £4 10s. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per Recta peer parviege C naniites. per wk. coon fo age Fr 
pm 2 ms SHEFFIELD, “ Rydal,” ithi riends’' House, Euston ‘ ndon.| Aplctns. to Leslie Tarlton, r- 
Tord, minimum 2s. td. (Box, No. 61.1 park Rd, Sheffield 10, Sat. June 26 a a “HOW TO write Cinema Plays "don Sq, W.C.1. 

payment, except for odd pence.|? ®-™- PPU Garden Party. ieee ae ope labret areata greet Lem RL 53 Ray- SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 
Maximum length: 60 words. Address | — elanaeaea™ ra D. ele? i _ + ——* CHRISTIAN C.O., age 24, single, 


jorothy Matthews, PERSONAL 


with some knowledge of landwk., de- 


for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 4 : . 
Blackstack Rd., N.4. ACCOMMODATION Beira Piha a Bd., London. CAPITAL REQUD. hy progressive{sires farming or market-gardening 
. oe - Publishing, Typographical Printing}with opportunity of gaining wider 

When corresponding with PN about TO LET furnished, July 7—Aug. business at 6% tax free. Write forJexperience. Box 709. 
an advertisement, quote its firet/4, an artist’s 14th century secluded FOR SALE & WANTED details to Box 1707. LADY, PERSONALITY, business 
words, classification, and date. cttge., 14 miles Ockley Station, 1 hr. ACTIVR FROPONBNTS, Geraldlability, seeks opening vegetarian 

Waterloo. 3 reception, 2 double, 2] GENUINE HAND made aarticles|Heard or Aldous Huxley basic/Guest House. Box 711. 

We reserve the right to hold over|Single bedrooms, bathroom, kitchen,| (fancy belts, bracelets, brooches, etc.)|theories 1985—1945, or Somerset} FIRST CLASS duplicating of all 
advertisements and to limit the fre- & C, fully stocked orchard, flower-}s.a.e. for partics. and prices. Weir,; Maugham'a Razor Edge. Write See |descriptions, typewriting, ete. Mabel 
quency of continuing advertisements.|¥€&- garden and chickens. 7 guineas|49 Ravel Row, Glasgow, E.1, Heard-Huxley Group, “ Merville,”|Eyles, 2 Aberdeen Park, Highbury, 

per wk. Would let after Sept. tof DUPLICATOR. ELLAMS flat, for|Tulse Hill, $.W.2. N.5. Tel. Canonbury 8862. 
friend'y cultured couple without|sale. What offers? Proceeds for! ASTROLOGY.—A free Test Horo- 

MEETINGS, &c. children at £200. Box 710. pacifist wk. Bow 706. scope. Helpful advice and guidance. MISCELLANEOUS 
' tiona)|Send Birthdate, stamped-addressed 

F.oc.R GARDEN PARTY. King bosipina ete gp eee Wa ies weclnnon bottia sae peoples envelope. The Psycho-Success Insti-.| DOR. A. D. BELDEN conducts next 
Alfred School, North End Ra..|Verctacane tered fo eae Oct: | atampa for aubseauent aale on behaif|tute (A.28), 64 Aldermanbury, Lon-|service of the Movement for a Paci. 
Goldera Green. Sat., June 21,-3.30—ltrrawaddy, The Broadway, Litthinn, (of W.R-L funda. Any anch gifte|don. E.C.2. See ae ee a 
8.30. Percy Bartlett will speak on rrawa dy, The Broadway, Littleham F ‘ed with ‘titud P} dae REMOULD YOUR personality and Weigh House, Binney St.,  W.1. 
30. Cross, Exmouth. peg gra be De pagities Parties, and literature from Wallace 


“The LF.O.R. and its Messengers.’’ 
Sideshows, sport, entertainments, 
dancing, American tea. Tickets 2s., 
from London Union F.o.R., 38 Gor- 
don Sa., W.C.1. 


LEWES, 
Sun., June 29: 
“Facing the Future,” 3.15 and 5 
(tea Interval 4,30). Chr.: Minnie 
Pallister. 10th Annual Peace Gather- 
ing and South Eastern Area (PPU) 
Rally. 


LONDON, W.C.1, 8 Endsleigh Gdns, 
Discussion lectures every Sun., 7.30 
p.m. June 22: “The Catering 
Wo.kers’ Struggle,” Bill Mansbridge. 
June 29: “ Colontal Workers’ Free- 
dom Front.” Dinah Stock, London 
Anarchist Group. 


WEIGH HOUSE CHURCH, Duke 
St., W.1. Bond St. Tube. “The Gos- 
pel of Peace!” Sun. evenings at 
6.30. Social hr_ follows. 


Meeting House. 
Harold Bing, 


Friends 
Spkr.: 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidaya or restful reeupera- 
tion’ all modern comforta. A. and K. 
§. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 


lock. (Station: Ambergate. Tel.: 
Ambergate 44), : 
INEXPENSIVE HOLIDAY in 


lavely Wye valley, half mile from 
Tintern Abbey. Full vegetarian board. 
‘Larch Grove,” Tintern, Mon. 


LAKE _ DIST., Waterfoot Guest 
House, Ullswater Mansion, perfect 
setting, overlooking lake, amidst 128 
acres. Vacancies, June, early July, 
Sept. onwards. Terms 4 to 5 gna., 
reduced dormitory acmdtn. Gladya 
and Fred Frost. 


BACHELOR OFFERS restful holi- 
day Leicestershire village. Good food, 
Every comfort. Terms moderate. 
Box 697. 


the War Resiaters’ International, 11 
Abbey Ra., Hnfield. 


STAKES THAT will last for yrs. 
Bamboo canes 12in. to 20ft. available 


for immediate delivery. 4ft. Chinese 
Heavy 308. per 100, medium 25s. 
Britieh 3ft. medium 188.. 18in. da. 


Crrge. pd. Whines and Edgeler, God- 
manstone, Dorchester. 


NYLON PARACHUTE Material. 
All new long panels, white only, 
idea} for curtaina, undies, nighties, 
dresses, blouses. No coupons. Price 
25s. parcel, pstge. 8d. Celic & Co., 
Dept. 774, Chestnut Ave., Bedford. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


“THE INNER World of Power.” 
An inaptirational book of spiritual 
guidance and encouragement by G. 
Sisouw Dezilwa. 9s. 6d. post free 
from Rutherford, 42 Coolgardie Ave., 
Highams Park, E.4. 


achieve. Complete course 4s. (includ- 
ing unique analysis) from: BCM/ 
Mailit, London, W.C.1. Satisfaction 
or money refunded. 

CONTACT CLUB. Cengenial pen 
friendships for all. Partica., stp., 


Sec., P.N. 19 Ty Fry Gdna., Rumney, | & 


Cardiff. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

APPRENTICESHIP TO Publishers 
and Typographers offered at good 
eal. to suitable person able to invest 
£500 to £1,000. Write for full de- 
tails to Box 708. 

WARDEN/S OR Housekeeper ur- 
gently requd. for Pacifiet Service 
Unit doing social wk. with problem 
families. All apletns., including eht. 
term eervice, welcomed. Enquiries to 
56 Grove St., Liverpool, 1. 

CHIROPODIST REQUD. for Kirk- 
by Lonsdale or Kendal. Single man. 
Qualified. Preferably with knowledge 
of massage. Apply, in firat instance, 
to: CBCO, 6 Endsleigh St. W.C.1. 


Hancock, 21 Raymond Ave., E.18. 
“A THING of Beauty is a Joy 
Forever!" Your favourite verse illu- 
minated, 6d. unframed. W. A. 
LeMin, Wragby, 


ines. 

A GOOD life inaurance is now the 
beat investment. Fire and motor 
business at competitive rates. House 
Horwood, Turvey, 


10s. 
Chambers _Farm, 


bka.; attends to all Income Tax 
matters; company formation; audita 
and costing. Provincial clients visited 
without ebligatign. Box 96. 

A WORD w the ailing. Do sot 
despair. Start today Send for twe 
20-page booklets of encouraging life 
conserving information about Garlis, 
which comes nearer to a «universal 
remedy than any thing given by 
Nature for the use of man. Send 
atampe 5d. to , Fain 
light, Hussex, 
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New values, not loans, needed 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


of the U.S. to support free peoples who are 

resisting attempted subjugation by armed 

minorities or by outside pressure.” 

_On May 29 the Manchester Guar- 
dian published a New York Report 
dated May 25 to the effect that Wash- 
ington officials were working on a 
plan to deal with Europe as a whole. 
Then on June 5, in a speech at Har- 
vard University, Secretary of State 
Marshall invited Europe to come to an 
agreement on “the requirements of 
the situation and the part which those 
countries will take to give effect to 
American action.” He affirmed that 
“American policy was not directed 
against any country or doctrine, but 
against hunger, poverty, desperation 
and chaos,” and added that “ political 
parties or groups which seek to per- 
petuate human misery in order to 
profit politically or otherwise, will en- 
counter the opposition of the US.” 


Weapons for the peaceful 


TPIS policy cannot be dissociated 

from Pfesident [Truman’s Mes- 
sage to Congress on May 26 urging it 
tg enact legislation for a programme 
of full military co-operation with the 
Latin American Republics, and also 
(for the first time) with Canada. 
This Bill, he urged, should authorize 
him to enter into agreements with 
other American States for the sale of 
arms and the training of military or 
naval personnel. His Message also 
stated that they would be guided by 
“a determination to guard against 
placing weapons of war in the hands 
af any groups who may use them to 
oppose peaceful and democratic prin- 
ciples.” 

A month earliey the House of 
Representatives decreed that no aid 
should go to “those countries whose 
Governments are dominated by the 
USSR.” 

Finally, on June 11, President Tru- 
man in a speech to the Canadian Par- 
liament said that the European 
scheme would be available to those 
“who seek to live at peace with their 
neighbours without coercing or being 
coerced, without intimidating or being 
intimidated.” 

A careful study of the above state- 
ments clearly reveals that President 
Truman’s policy is inspired by the 
fear of Russia, and is intended to 
undermine Russia’s power and_ in- 
fluence. It is a policy in which 
financial power, used benevolently, is 
pitted against a ruthless policy of 
political repression. In Russian eyes 
it will be regarded as a subtle attempt 
to strengthen the American power 
orbit at the expense of her own, to 
bring Britain definitely into that orbit, 
and should it succeed, to pave the way 
to the overthrow of the Soviet regime, 


Britain and new U.S. policy 
IN view of Mr. Bevin’s welcome to 

the American plan and his offer 
to visit Paris to discuss its possibilites, 
one naturally asks whether and_ to 
what extent the outcome will conflict 
with the recent declaration of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer that 
Britain would not contract a new 
American Loan. Or is it taken for 
granted that a lease-lend scheme is a 
very different proposition from a 
loan? Even so, if Britain is to gain 
considerably by it, will it not bind 
Britain hand and foot to America’s 
anti-Russian policy? This question 


Palmers Green (4745. 
Resident Patients Accepted 


Reg. J. BAILEY 


Osteopath-Naturopath and 
Bates’ Practitioner 
assisted by 
MARIAN E. BAILEY 
99 Arnos Grove, Southgate, N.14 
Consultation by Appointment 


War damage claims, repairs and 
renovations: all types of work 
undertaken 


McREYNOLDS & PARTNERS 
BUILDERS, DECORATORS 


A card to the Manager— 
19 Calder Gardens, Edgware, Mx. 


receive our prompt and 
courteous attention. 


will 


is profoundly important as it may lead 
to war, and I see no final hope of sal- 
vation either in the Russian or the 
American “way of life.” 


Can American finance save 
the World ? 


ON the deeper issue of whether 
~ American finance can save West- 
erm civilisation I have no_ illusions. 
A century of ruthless economic ex- 
ploitation of most of the nations of 
the world by a handful of Western in- 
dustrial Powers, with its climax in 
two world wars, has so completely 
thrown the world’s economy out of 
balance, that nothing less than the 
free distribution of whatever sur- 
pluses of primary or secondary pro- 
ducts there be in the world can pre- 
vent a major upheaval which will 
transform the economie and political 
systems of most nations. 

Now most of those surpluses are, 
and will continue to be, in the US. 
The U.S. has been generous, although 
the total cost of the war to her has 
been much less than to many other 
nations. Nevertheless, what right 
have we, who have exploited many 
other nations in the past, to expect 
the US to make this sacrifice? We 
have little to give, it is true, for the 
tables of fortune have turned upon us, 
but at least we might repent in sack- 
cloth and ,ashes when we view the 
world’s need to-day! I am convinced 
there is no solution to the Russo- 
American impasse on any lines which 
assume the values established by the 
Industrial Revolution, and our only 
hope is~to seek salvation in other 
values. 


Disruptive materialism 


rPHE US like Britain, France and 

- Germany is being corrupted and 
despoiled by a devouring materialism, 
American capitalism is an amalgam of 
conflicting interests which are per- 
petually on the look-out for the main 
chance. Its ruthlessness is appalling. 
Every area in the US has its stories 
of financial brigandage, while the 
power of money over public opinion 
exercised through the Press, the 
cinema, the radio, and often through 
cultural and religious institutions has 
dwarfed the human spirit by the mul- 
tiplication of the appétites. As for 
Britain, is not her drive for increased 
production motivated by the promise 
and demand for a high monetary 
standard of living? It is this very 
materialism that has brought the pre- 
sent impasse. Can that impasse be 
removed by the evil which caused it? 

National and world salvation lies in 
the acceptance of spiritual values as 
the chief ends of living. But who is 
to teach them? Not Governments, 
obviously, for their Gospel is salvation 
through multiplicity of goods, which 
demands riches, while riches lead to 
power, and power corrupts. This 
vicious circle can be broken by persons 
only, and through the discovery and 
acceptance of values which will lead 
them out of the highways of conven- 
tion with its militarism and its wars, 
into the paths of good neighbourliness 
and peace. 


Edith Brown 


MPHE passing of Edith Brown, wife 

of Runham Brown, the_inde- 
fatiguable leader of the WRI, calls for 
mention in this Commentary. Because 
she kept in the background not many 
realised that the WRI was really a 
trio, for her work crowned that of her 
husband and Grace Beaton. A Ssig- 
nificant fact about the WRI is that its 
headquarters is a home. For a 
uarter of a century 11 Abbey Road, 
Enfield, has be@n not only an inter- 
national peace office, but a home to 
which distressed people from all over 
the world have come and found sym- 
pathy and succour. On how many 
occasions have I witnessed crowds of 
people from many countries meet in 
conference, rejoice in their fellowship 
and partake of a hospitality which 
baffled description, under the wise and 
kindly direction of Edith Brown, who 
was a chronic sufferer? - Her spirit 
was untiring, her kindness and fore- 
thought overwhelming. News of her 
passing will bring tears to the eyes of 
many many people in more than one 
continent, and kindle a feeling of 
thankfulness that they had shared the 
sympathy and kindness of so sweet 
and brave a woman. 


Next week's commentator: 
JOHN SCANLON. 
Published from 8 Blackstock Road, London, 
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WOMAN’S 
VIEWPOINT 


N a man-made society, women 
are struggling to assert their 
values. But, having achieved a 
measure of equality, their efforts 
to practise it are often woe- 
fully misdirected. 


Women have apparently a remark- 
able genius for “cashing-in” on pre- 
vailing social evils. So. said Mr. 
H. J. F. Rhodes, criminologist, speak- 
ing on “ Woman as Criminal” at the 
Social Science Association in Caxton 
Hall last week, 


Women delinquents were often un- 
conscious of committing crimes against 
a society which they did not recognise; 
they were not “anti-social ” so much 
as “sociopathic.” Their idea of 
society was essentially rooted in the 
family, and many female criminals 
were in fact excellent wives and 
mothers in their private lives! 


Mr. Rhodes instanced the “ baby- 
farming ” racket of the last century 
as a case of opportunism arising out 
of the less prudent aspects of ‘“ eman- 
cipation.” Nowadays women were 
even infiltrating into the hitherto 
masculine spheres, such as_ house- 
breaking. This was perhaps inevit- 
able, but it was a fallacy to suppose 
that equal status makes for likeness 
between men and women; they must 
learn to recognise their distinet func- 
tions, 


A suggested visit 


Whether political consciousness is a 
form of delinquency is uncertain, but 
we cannot help thinking of the 
“ Housewives’ League.” This new 
feminist movement, in true masculine 
tradition, marched on its stomach to 
the Albert Hall recently (complete 
with hundred pipers an a’ an a’) to 
demonstrate its near-starvation. Was 
this journey really necessary? If so, 
the scheme might be extended to in- 
clude exchange visits (and ration- 
cards} with opposite numbers in 
Berlin. 

But support is not lacking in the 
West. The American magazine 
“Look” (reports the Manchester 
Guardian) sees “the mark of 
death”? on Britain: “It is in the un- 
curtained window of the English home, 
It is in the old women’s faces in the 
queue that forms each morning ar the 
greengrocers—tired, lack-lustre faces, 
waxy with too much starch, and wist- 
ful for lack of proteins. It is in the 
hearts of the young wives who long 
for a silk blouse in Selfridge’s win- 
dow.” 

It is peace and security, not pro- 
teins, that will lighten the wistful 
faces; and, incidentally, bring us more 
silk blouses. 

Women who are really anxious to 
influence public events, and are not 
just exploiting a social evil, might be 
better advised to give their support 
to the “Women for Westminster” 
mavement—a___ really = constructive 
effort to gain representation for 
women in those affairs of state that 
so nearly affect the domestic basis of 
society. The Organising Secretary, 
Sybil Morrison, is already well-known 
to readers of Peace News. 

EIRENE 


EMBASSY THEATRE 


Eton Avenue, Swiss Cottage 
Monday, 23 June 
at 7.30 p.ra. 


DELA LIPINSKAYA 


The International L[ iseuse 
Compered by 
LEONARD SACHS 


In aid of the Reception Committee, 
Young People from Occupied Countries. 
Tickets 10s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 5s. 3d., 3s. 6d. 
& 2s. 6d., obtainable from: The Embassy 
Box Office, Primrose 2211, or YPOC, 29 
Portman Square, W.1, Welbeck 9282. 


Britons never, 
never will keep slaves 


That Britain’s economy is still depend- 
ant on slave labour—and on present plans 
ee remain so until at least December 

It is a most degrading admission for a 
free country to have to make, For slave 
Jabour corrodes as it works. It hides 
realities. It masks the truth. 

It is against all the principles 
which Britain went to war. 


MPPHESE are the words, not of Peace 
News, but of the Daily Express 
leading article for June 12. 

During the same week, the Rev. 
J. G. Downward, addressing a special 
thanksgiving service in the parish 
church of Culmstock, Devon, protested 
against the retention of German 
prisoners in this country. The vil- 
lagers of Culmstock were honouring 
five of their sons who had lost their 
lives in the war, and giving thanks for 
the return of ninety-four. 


Taking as his text the words: “ When 
he cometh home, he calleth together his 
friends and neighbours to rejoice with 
him.” the Rev. Downward guid, reports 
the Devon and Somerset News, that the 
express purpose of the service was to 
Provide an opportunity to give thanks to 
God for the safe return of the men and 
women of the village, and for the fact 
that they were able to gather together 
ence more, each with a different back- 
ground of adventure and trial and their 
own memories and experiences, in the 
church of their fathers. 


“I was forcibly reminded tonight," he 
said, ‘“‘of the very great grounds for 
gratitude which we have for being once 
more home from the four corners of the 
world as I came here tonight. For I 
passed large numbers of German prisoners 
on the road, men who, I assume, also 
have friends and loved ones, and who 
have heen in this country for at least 
two years. 

“Apart from any advantages to be 
gained, economicnily or agriculturally, by 
keeping them here, the continued deten- 
tion of these men is an offence against 
all Christian gtandards of morality.” 
Peace News heartily endorses the 

vicar’s words, and the demand of the 
Daily Express that the rate of re- 
patriation should be doubled. 


for 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, June 19, 1937 


Is the tragedy of war inevitable? 

Under this challenging heading a 
yvemarkable letter fram Mr. Angus 
Watson was published in the Man- 
chester Guardian on Monday, in 
which he declared: 


“The time ig long past for the 
adoption of merely coercive methods, 
and the insanity of the present world 
policy should be replaced by a gesture 
on the part of Great Britain which 
will make it clear to the world that 
we are dominated by no selfish motive 
and are prepared to make any sacri- 
fice that will secure future justice to 
humanity as a whole.” 


* * * 

Resolutions passed by the Execu- 
Nve Committee of the Women’s In- 
ternational League last week em- 
phasized the importance of the Brit- 
ish Government’s keeping “ Such 
powers of control of native policy” 
in Southern Rhodesia as still remain, 
and draw attention to the “ horror” 
of migrant labour conditions in 
Nyasaland and the need for South 
Africa’s ratification of the ILO Con- 
vention on Migrant Labour. 


SWITZERLAND 
and NORWAY 


for 


HOLIDAYS 


SUMMER 
14 DAYS for £27 15 0 
VACANCIES FROM JULY 


LUCERNE, ZERMATT, 
NORDFJORD, Ete. 


CO-OPERATIVE 
HOLIDAYS ASSOCIATION 


Birch Heys, Fallowfield, Manchester 14. 
*Phone: RUS. 2887/8 


BOURNVILLE COCOA 


made by CADBURY 


